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There is no evil that humankind can commit that Jesus has not
taken upon himself and carried freely to the Cross. Through the
Cross, evil has been defeated, and life in all its unimagined full-
ness--animated by God’s mercy and truth, God’s justness and
peace--has been unleashed upon an unsuspecting world.

Such is the power of the resurrection. Such is the ground of
our hope. Such is the root of our confidence. Such is the source
of our courage and our capacity to wage reconciliation in the
face of seeming endless cycles of violence, battle and murder
that destroy life around the globe.

Alleluia is our Easter song. As we sing alleluia, we are crying
“no!” to the poverty, disease and injustice that afflict millions
who, like ourselves, are made in God’s image. We are refusing
to accept things the way they are. As we sing Alleluia, we are
proclaiming an unequivocal “yes!” to the vision of a world trans-
formed, healed and reconciled in the One who has drawn all to
himself. Alleluia is our acknowledgment that we have been
caught up into Christ, and Christ’s continuing work of binding
up and making all things whole and new has become our own. 

As we sing Alleluia this Easter, may we do so willing to live
the deep meaning of our Easter song not only with our lips but
also in our lives--for the sake of the world. 

The Most Rev. Frank T. Griswold
Presiding Bishop and Primate

The Episcopal Church, USA

Maine youth missioner samples reality TV,
takes turn as used car salesman 

Will the lessons of sales translate into growth in the church? 
An Episcopal congregation in Maine decided to take the

chance. Clark Bridge,  youth missioner for Christ Church in
Gardiner, Maine, turns professional car salesman in the city of
Las Vegas for the Learning Channel's show, "Faking It."

Bridge was contacted by the Learning Channel after a close
friend secretly submitted his name. The vestry supported the
idea, understanding that this would be an event to facilitate skills
in salesmanship (read: church growth). 

"One of our needs is to grow our youth program, to invite fam-
ilies to church, into relationships, to feed their spiritual hunger,
to be baptized, and get their hands behind the wheel of a new
lifestyle, so to speak" said the Rev. Jacob Fles, rector of Christ
Church. "It also boils down to the uncomfortable but simple
truth that it takes money to hire and keep a full time youth direc-
tor, and we are looking for initiative to keep up after our goals of
youth ministry." 

"The presence of a full-time youth missioner has made a dif-
ference at Christ Church. More kids have attended youth events
and retreats than ever before. Clark also helps to run and work
with our state wide youth leaders; hundreds of new friendships
have been made, which re-enforce the value system we hope to
impart to our teens,” said Al Whynot, Senior Warden. 

While in Las Vegas, Clark turned from gospel sales to car
sales. He was enrolled in a sales class, given a sales director and
acting coach, and saw thousands of dollars change hands
between the dealership owner and salespeople every Saturday as
the suits on the floor were instructed and motivated to reach new
numbers on the weekend promotions. 

Clark saw sales people fired, walk out and flunk out as well as
make six figure salaries. Was it easy? Is Clark motivated by
money? Did Clark believe in his product? Would a youth mis-
sioner find life rewarding in the world of finance and business?
What did he do when his new peers invited him out on the town?
How did the members of the sales force relate and view this
young Christian man in their midst? What does it mean to be a
Christian person in the daily work force? Stay tuned for reruns
of "Faking It" on the Learning Channel. The show first aired
April 18.

The dominant theory about the can-
onization of the Old Testament says it
happened in three stages: the Torah
(Genesis - Deuteronomy) around 400
BCE, the Prophets (Joshua - Kings,
plus Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the
twelve “minor” prophets, not includ-
ing Ruth, Lamentations or Daniel) by
about 200, and the Writings (every-
thing else) around 100 CE (AD).

The canonization of the Torah is
thought to be reflected in the account
of Ezra reading “the Book of the Law
of Moses” to the people of Jerusalem
(about 450 BC). The prophets' section
seems to have been formed by 200
BCE because Sirach (Ecclesiasticus),
written about 180 BCE, recounts (chs.
48-49) the prophets in canonical order.  

The writings seem not to have been
entirely “solidified” until after 70 CE

when the rabbis (Pharisees) meeting at
Yavneh (Jamnia) were still discussing
whether the Song of Songs and Esther
should be considered holy. Some
scholars, however, hold that the
Pharisees closed the Hebrew canon
before the first century.  

Either way, the decisions made by
the Pharisees/rabbis were irrelevant to
most Christians because most Jewish
Christians (Paul was an exception) did
not come out of Pharisaic Judaism
anyway, but out of other “streams” of
Judaism, which read books the
Pharisees did not read. That is why
early Christians read books not in the
Jewish Bible, because the Jewish
Bible is a Pharisaic product, and
Christianity originated for the most
part among non-Pharisaic Jews.

Until the Protestant Reformation, all

churches used
some books not
in the Jewish
Bible. The
r e f o r m e r s
(including the
English reform-
ers) wanted to get
behind the Latin
Vulgate transla-
tion of the Bible
to the original
Hebrew for the
Old Testament
and Greek for the

New Testament and discovered that
Hebrew Bibles lacked the books of the
Apocrypha. Assuming that the Bible of
rabbinic Jews was THE Old Testament,
the reformers concluded that the
Apocrypha was not part of the Bible.

The Reformed (Calvinist) tradition
and the Anabaptists (Mennonites and
Amish) at the Reformation rejected the
Apocrypha as worthless, and all younger
Protestant churches have followed suit.

In contrast, the Lutheran and

Anglican traditions retained the
Apocrypha, though not as inspired
Scriptures but as uninspired but still
useful, ancient Jewish religious litera-
ture. Lutheran and Anglican Bibles,
including the “King James Version” of
1611 have usually included the
Apocrypha, though in a separate sec-
tion usually printed between the Old
and New Testaments.

Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox
(and the other ancient churches of the
East) do not print the Apocrypha in a
separate section but dispersed through-
out the Old Testament based on literary
genre (historical, prophetic, etc.).

Since no Christian tradition is likely now
to make any dramatic changes in its Bible,
these differences are likely to remain.

The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,

Episcopal life and other religious sub-
jects. Send questions to 2146

Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at 

gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.
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S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R
How was it decided which books would be included in the
Old Testament? And why do some churches (including
the Episcopal Church) use the books of the Apocrypha,
when those books are not in the Jewish Bible?

An Easter message from 
the Presiding Bishop


